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If thou couldst, doctor, cast the water of my land, find her disease, and purge it to a sound and pristine health, I would applaud thee to the very echo, that should applaud again.
William Shakespeare (1564–1616),
Macbeth IV: 46–50.

The history

An unorthodox doctor once taught me a memorable lesson. The patient was a well-educated married woman who had spent much of her life as a missionary in the developing world. In her mid-fifties, her general health began to deteriorate. Fatigue, muscle pain and wretchedness caused loss of interest in her vocational work and limited her activities. She was forced to return to England. She gave the impression of being a resilient, uncomplaining, stoical individual.

Our hospital consultant staff included a very distinguished group of experienced clinicians. I requested each to see the patient. All were impressed with the organicity and genuineness of her complaints and were equally impressed by her resilient personality. Each initiated subtle, complicated tests to eliminate their ‘favourite’ illness. Thus, the professor of metabolic … 



  












View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	

Competing interests None.

	

Provenance and peer review Not commissioned; externally peer reviewed. This paper was reviewed by Jon Stone, Edinburgh, UK.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	Editors' choiceHighlights from this issue

Phil Smith
Geraint Fuller


Practical Neurology 2012; 12 205-205   Published Online First:  06 Aug 2012. doi: 10.1136/practneurol-2012-000367 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	Expert consensus on the prevention and treatment of substance use and addictive behaviour-related disorders during the COVID-19 pandemicJiang Du et al., General Psychiatry, 2020

	Depression after strokeJoão Facucho-Oliveira et al., Practical Neurology, 2021

	Efficacy of group biofeedback treatment on hyperemesis gravidarum with psychosomatic symptoms diagnosed with the revised version of Diagnostic Criteria for Psychosomatic Research (DCPR-R): study protocol for a randomised controlled trialXuelian Cui et al., BMJ Open, 2022

	Is the single self-rated health item reliable in India? A construct validity studyStéphane Cullati et al., BMJ Global Health, 2018

	The Supreme Court’s decision in McCulloch v Forth Valley Health Board: Does it condone healthcare injustice?Abeezar I Sarela, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2023

	Psychological stress in IBD: new insights into pathogenic and therapeutic implicationsJ E Mawdsley et al., Gut, 2005

	Anne MaguireJacqueline Lane, BMJ, 2011

	Fatigue and somatic symptomsRussell Viner et al., BMJ, 2005

	Muscle diseaseA F A Merrison et al., Practical Neurology, 2009

	Acute adrenal failure: a potentially fatal consequence of an adulterated herbal remedyHarminder Sensi et al., BMJ Case Reports, 2019




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Curriculum Index
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 SoundCloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1474-7766Print ISSN: 1474-7758

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd. All rights reserved. 

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


