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    	Stroke

The negative symptoms, absence of pain, immature signs and evolving story coupled often with communication problems from the outset militate against quick and easy diagnosis in acute stroke; add in the inherent risks of thrombolysis and the still prevalent culture of stroke not being an emergency, and we have the makings of a perfect clinical storm.
These case reports reflect some of these difficulties using the idea of mimics (looks like one, but isn't) and chameleons (doesn't, but is). But like any diagnosis, mimics and chameleons are in the eye of the beholder and arguably their existence is as much a product of the perceptions and working practice of healthcare professionals in the acute stroke environment as they are a consequence of anything biologically unusual about the cases in question. So, is there something different about acute stroke that makes diagnoses more difficult to clinch? Urgency is the most obvious factor. The time window for symptom to syringe must be as short as you can make and we just have to get better at thinking very much more quickly, usually while standing beside a trolley.
However, there are other diagnostic pitfalls that may not be apparent to those unencumbered with responsibility for final diagnosis and some are unforeseen consequences of the early use of labels, ‘tools’ and codes which have installed themselves as substitutes for diagnostic thinking.
The labels, Stroke and transient ischaemic attack … 


View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Competing interests None.

	Provenance and peer review Commissioned; internally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	ReviewsStrokes: mimics and chameleons

Peter M Fernandes
William N Whiteley
Simon R Hart
Rustam Al-Shahi Salman


Practical Neurology 2013; 13 21-28   Published Online First:  13 Jan 2013. doi: 10.1136/practneurol-2012-000465 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	Strokes: mimics and chameleonsPeter M Fernandes et al., Practical Neurology, 2013

	Posterior circulation ischaemic strokeÁine Merwick et al., BMJ: British Medical Journal, 2014

	Comparison of outcome of patients with acute minor ischaemic stroke treated with intravenous t-PA, DAPT or aspirinPeng Wang et al., Stroke and Vascular Neurology, 2020

	Transient ischaemic attacks: mimics and chameleonsV Nadarajan et al., Practical Neurology, 2014

	Early neurological deterioration in acute ischaemic stroke: predictors, mechanisms and managementB Thanvi et al., Postgraduate Medical Journal, 2008

	Intravenous tenecteplase compared with alteplase for minor ischaemic stroke: a secondary analysis of the AcT randomised clinical trialRadhika Nair et al., Stroke and Vascular Neurology, 2024

	Is it a stroke?Graeme J Hankey et al., BMJ: British Medical Journal, 2015

	Dual versus mono antiplatelet therapy for acute non-cardioembolic ischaemic stroke or transient ischaemic attack: a systematic review and meta-analysisYingying Yang et al., Stroke and Vascular Neurology, 2018

	Night time versus daytime transient ischaemic attack and ischaemic stroke: a prospective study of 110 patientsClaudio Bassetti et al., Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery & Psychiatry, 1999

	Antithrombotic and interventional treatment options in cardioembolic transient ischaemic attack and ischaemic strokeD J H McCabe et al., Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery & Psychiatry, 2006




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Curriculum Index
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 SoundCloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1474-7766Print ISSN: 1474-7758

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd. All rights reserved. 

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


