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    Abstract
We report an intriguing case of corticosteroid-resistant bulbar neurosarcoidosis responding to intravenous immunoglobulin. A 37-year-old man presented with dysphagia to solids and liquids, dysphonia, fatigue and 50 lb weight loss over 2 months. We suspected sarcoidosis, based on an elevated serum angiotensin-converting enzyme concentration and hilar lymphadenopathy on chest imaging; we subsequently confirmed this after transbronchial biopsy found non-caseating granulomas. MR scan of brain was normal; barium swallow showed severe oropharyngeal dysphagia and electromyography identified bulbar muscle denervation. He took corticosteroids for 3 weeks without improvement, requiring a percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomy tube for nutrition, but then he promptly improved with a 2-day course of intravenous immunoglobulin. Although there have been a few reports of intravenous immunoglobulin helping peripheral neurosarcoidosis, this case suggests that it also helps bulbar neurosarcoidosis. This case shows that bulbar neurosarcoidosis can mimic the clinical and electrophysiological features of fatal neurological disorders such as progressive bulbar palsy. The case illustrates the diagnostic challenge particularly when imaging is inconclusive and there is no response to corticosteroids. It also suggests that intravenous immunoglobulin can be considered before cytotoxic therapy for corticosteroid-resistant neurosarcoidosis, particularly in decompensated patients, given its favourable side effect profile. We also review the literature on bulbar neurosarcoidosis.

	NEUROIMMUNOLOGY




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/practneurol-2015-001112

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	NEUROIMMUNOLOGY



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	Editors' commentaryHighlights from this issue

Phil Smith
Geraint N Fuller


Practical Neurology 2015; 15 243-243   Published Online First:  14 Jul 2015. doi: 10.1136/practneurol-2015-001219 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	A rapidly progressive neuropathyK Murray et al., Practical Neurology, 2009

	Respiratory aspects of neurological diseaseMichael I Polkey et al., Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery & Psychiatry, 1999

	Intravenous immunoglobulin in neurological disease: a specialist reviewC M Wiles et al., Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery & Psychiatry, 2002

	Weakness on the intensive care unitR S Howard et al., Practical Neurology, 2008

	Mimics and chameleons in Guillain–Barré and Miller Fisher syndromesBenjamin R Wakerley et al., Practical Neurology, 2014

	Otolaryngologist’s role in the diagnosis of amyotrophic lateral sclerosisJoana Borges Costa et al., BMJ Case Reports, 2021

	Peripheral nerve diseasesRichard Hughes, Practical Neurology, 2008

	Weakness in the intensive care unitJon Walters, Practical Neurology, 2022

	Hemisensory loss in myasthenia gravisBrandon Marshall et al., BMJ Case Reports, 2021

	Lambert–Eaton myasthenic syndrome and solitary cerebellar metastasis in a patient with occult small-cell lung cancer: a rare experienceSayantan Ray et al., BMJ Case Reports, 2012




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Curriculum Index
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 SoundCloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1474-7766Print ISSN: 1474-7758

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd. All rights reserved. 

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


