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    	CLINICAL NEUROLOGY

Romberg's test
The process of standing unsupported with eyes closed and feet together for 30 s relies on several integrated networks of the nervous system, including the vestibular apparatus, cerebellum, dorsal columns, trunk and leg muscle tone. My central assertion is that this is neither highly sensitive nor specific for its original purported purpose. In addition to primum non nocere, in this litigious era, is it sensible even to consider a test where the positive result is the patient falling to the floor? They do not fall of course. Rather, they may sway a little this way, then a little that … 
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