





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Practical Neurology]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Podcasts
	About
	Hosted content

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Podcasts
	About
	Hosted content



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 16, Issue 6 
	Clinicopathological case: rapid cognitive decline in an older man


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Clinicopathological conference


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Clinicopathological case: rapid cognitive decline in an older man
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Shona Scott1, 
	Jeremy Chataway2, 
	Jon Stone1, 
	Colin Smith3, 
	Richard Davenport1

	
1Department of Clinical Neurosciences, Western General Hospital, Edinburgh, UK

	
2National Hospital for Neurology and Neurosurgery, Queen Square, University College Foundation NHS Trust, London, UK

	
3Department of Neuropathology, Western General Hospital, Edinburgh, UK


	Correspondence to
 Dr Shona Scott, Department of Clinical Neurosciences, Western General Hospital, Crewe Road, Edinburgh EH4 2XU, UK; Shonamscott{at}nhs.net





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/practneurol-2015-001322

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	COMA
	COGNITION
	DEMENTIA
	LEWY BODY

History
An 83-year-old man presented as an emergency with rapidly emerging confusion and visual hallucinations. His family had noted mild cognitive symptoms for a year or two, but he was living independently, and had recently enjoyed a family celebration.
He was in good health and his medical history included angina and a cholecystectomy and transurethral prostatectomy. Eight years previously, his General Practitioner had noted an isolated episode when he awoke confused, making ‘out of context’ comments about money to his wife. A CT scan of head was reported as mildly atrophic for age, and he was referred to a psychogeriatrician, but he was never assessed as he recovered fully after this isolated episode. He was on no regular medication at the time of this admission.



  




On assessment, his Abbreviated Mental Test was 9/10 with a normal neurological examination. The following day he appeared more confused and agitated, and was treated with lorazepam and haloperidol. Two days later he was transferred for rehabilitation, with a diagnosis of delirium, possibly due to infection (see table 1 for a summary of investigations).
View this table:	In this window
	In a new window



Table 1 Summary of investigations



On the rehabilitation ward, he was ‘drowsy and disorientated in time and place’. He had two falls over the next few days. On the fifth day of his admission, he became hypotensive with atrial fibrillation and a rapid ventricular rate. A neurologist saw him the following day, noting dysarthria with slurred, nasal speech. His conscious level and degree of confusion fluctuated, and on day 9 there were some myoclonic jerks. Later that day he was transferred to the regional Neurosciences unit for further assessment, including MR scan of brain. Imaging was postponed, however, as his airway was unsafe and soon after transfer, his airway safety deteriorated further, and he was intubated and ventilated (it was reasoned that although his … 



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	This case was presented at the 36th Edinburgh Advanced Neurology Course 2014.

	Contributors SS took primary responsibility in writing this article and undertook a literature review. JC provided the critical appraisal of the case and CS provided the pathology and pathological discussion. JS and RD contributed towards writing the article.

	Competing interests None declared.

	Patient consent Obtained.

	Provenance and peer review Not commissioned; externally peer reviewed. This paper was reviewed by Simon Mead, London, UK.
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