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    	motor neuron disease

Making decisions about withdrawing life-sustaining treatment is something that a neurologist will most frequently be involved with in the intensive care unit setting, in people who have suffered a catastrophic brain injury. The ethical position is relatively clear when there is no prospect of meaningful recovery and, inevitably, the patient lacks awareness. Such decisions are made on the basis of futility and on a best-interest basis. The decision will be made in consultation with any appointed attorney for such decisions or following discussion with family members about any wishes the patient may have expressed and recorded, including any advance statements.
However, when patients themselves request the withdrawal (or refuse the continuation) of life-sustaining treatment, this raises significant challenges for doctors and others and is the subject of the General Medical Council (UK) and other guidance. In UK law, a patient with capacity for that decision has the right to refuse any medical intervention or treatment. This request by the patient may be made either directly or through an advance decision to refuse treatment, … 


View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Contributors All authors contributed to all aspects of the article.

	Competing interests CJM was a coauthor on the APM guidelines and receives funding from the Motor Neurone Disease (MND) Association. CF led the work on the APM guidelines and receives funding from the MND Association.

	Provenance and peer review Commissioned; internally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	A difficult caseWithdrawal of invasive ventilation in a patient with motor neurone disease and total locked-in syndrome

Aoife Gleeson
Faye Johnson


Practical Neurology 2017; 17 383-386   Published Online First:  20 Apr 2017. doi: 10.1136/practneurol-2016-001574 



	Therapeutic interventionTracheostomy and salivary gland radiotherapy for severe sialorrhoea in motor neurone disease

Adrian J Wills
Juliet Colt
Roger Selby


Practical Neurology 2017; 17 403-405   Published Online First:  04 Aug 2017. doi: 10.1136/practneurol-2017-001689 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	Assisted ventilation in motor neurone disease during inpatient palliative care: barriers and utilisationAoife Gleeson et al., BMJ Supportive & Palliative Care, 2019

	Tracheostomy in motor neurone diseaseMartin R Turner et al., Practical Neurology, 2019

	Withdrawal of invasive ventilation in a patient with motor neurone disease and total locked-in syndromeAoife Gleeson et al., Practical Neurology, 2017

	Mechanical ventilation withdrawal in motor neuron disease: an evaluation of practiceChristina Faull et al., BMJ Supportive & Palliative Care, 2020

	Issues for palliative medicine doctors surrounding the withdrawal of non-invasive ventilation at the request of a patient with motor neurone disease: a scoping studyChristina Faull et al., BMJ Supportive & Palliative Care, 2013

	The management of motor neurone diseaseP N Leigh et al., Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery & Psychiatry, 2003

	P-183 Withdrawal of mechanical ventilation in motor neurone disease: an updated evaluation of practiceLucy Bleazard et al., BMJ Supportive & Palliative Care, 2023

	Withdrawal of ventilation at the patient's request in MND: a retrospective exploration of the ethical and legal issues that have arisen for doctors in the UKKay Phelps et al., BMJ Supportive & Palliative Care, 2017

	Respiratory management of motor neurone disease: a review of current practice and new developmentsMuhammad Khizar Rafiq et al., Practical Neurology, 2012

	Weaning from prolonged invasive ventilation in motor neuron disease: analysis of outcomes and survivalR Chadwick et al., Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery & Psychiatry, 2010




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Curriculum Index
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 SoundCloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1474-7766Print ISSN: 1474-7758

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd. All rights reserved. 

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


