





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Practical Neurology]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Podcasts
	About
	Hosted content

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Podcasts
	About
	Hosted content



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 18, Issue 1 
	More than meets the eye in a ‘migraine’


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Test yourself


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      More than meets the eye in a ‘migraine’
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Jonathan Rhys Evans1, 
	Jagrit Shan2

	
1
Department of Neurology, Queens Medical Centre, Nottingham, UK


	
2
Department of Radiology, Queens Medical Centre, Nottingham, UK



	Correspondence to
 Dr Jonathan Rhys Evans, Department of Neurology, Queens Medical Centre, Nottingham NG27EL, UK; Jonathan.evans2{at}nuh.nhs.uk





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/practneurol-2017-001702

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	migraine
	cadasil

Case
A 31-year-old man, previously well and in full-time employment was admitted as an emergency following a convulsive seizure, with a 5-day history of headache, altered behaviour and drowsiness. He had an established history of episodic migraine with aura, and his symptoms this time had begun with what he regarded as a ‘typical’ migraine: opaque, spectral lines in the visual periphery, progressing to a hemicranial headache, with associated photophobia, nausea and motion sensitivity, sufficient for him to take time off work. Two days into his illness, his general practitioner prescribed naproxen 250 mg three times a day. Over the next 3 days his headache persisted and his wife reported alteration in his behaviour. He was intermittently drowsy, distractible and confused. Five days into his illness he had a generalised seizure from sleep, precipitating his hospital admission.
On examination in the emergency department, he was afebrile; his Glasgow Coma Scale score was 10/15 (E3 V2 M5), which improved to 13/15 (E4 V4 M5) over the ensuing hours. A CT scan of head was normal. He had an elevated serum creatinine (145 µmol/L (60–110)) and urea, a serum C reactive protein of 45 mg/L (<10). His full blood count was normal. The following morning he was assessed by the neurology registrar: there was no relevant travel history, no exposure to alcohol, drugs of abuse or any other over-the-counter treatments, and no family history of neurological disease. On examination, he had a partial left homonymous hemianopia, dysfluent speech and possibly an expressive dysphasia. There was no meningism or pyramidal signs.



  




Question 1
What is the differential diagnosis and what further tests are required at this time? Would you start any empirical treatment?

Our first thought might reasonably be that the initial diagnosis of migraine was clearly wrong! The combination of headache progressing to encephalopathy and seizures makes an acute … 
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