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    Abstract
We discuss the assessment and differential diagnoses of a middle-aged man who presented with trismus, double vision and behavioural problems. MRI scan of the brain was initially normal, but a month later showed high signal in the hippocampal region on fluid attenuated inversion recovery sequence (FLAIR) imaging. We suspected a paraneoplastic brainstem encephalitis because of his smoking history, rapidly progressive symptoms and abnormal brainstem signs. A positron emission tomography-CT scan identified abnormal subcarinal nodes, shown on biopsy to be metastatic small cell lung cancer. He is currently undergoing treatment with chemotherapy and radiotherapy.

	paraneoplastic syndrome




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/practneurol-2017-001819

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	paraneoplastic syndrome



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Contributors Both authors contributed equally to the writing of the manuscript.

	Funding This research received no specific grant from any funding agency in the public, commercial or not-for-profit sectors.

	Competing interests None declared.

	Patient consent Obtained.

	Provenance and peer review Not commissioned; externally peer reviewed. This paper was reviewed by Mike Zandi, London, UK.





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	Thymoma associated paraneoplastic encephalitis (TAPE), a potential cause of limbic encephalitisHenry Liu et al., BMJ Case Reports, 2019

	Paraneoplastic encephalitis: clinically based approach on diagnosis and managementMantas Vaišvilas et al., Postgraduate Medical Journal, 2022

	Rhombencephalomyelitis due to possible paraneoplastic syndrome associated with Hodgkin’s lymphomaAshraf Valappil et al., BMJ Case Reports, 2022

	Which antibody and which cancer in which paraneoplastic syndromes?Paul Gozzard et al., Practical Neurology, 2010

	Republished: Which antibody and which cancer in which paraneoplastic syndromes?Paul Gozzard et al., Postgraduate Medical Journal, 2010

	Central nervous system neuronal surface antibody associated syndromes: review and guidelines for recognitionLuigi Zuliani et al., Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery & Psychiatry, 2012

	Intracellular and non-neuronal targets of voltage-gated potassium channel complex antibodiesBethan Lang et al., Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery & Psychiatry, 2017

	Opsoclonus-myoclonus paraneoplastic syndrome in nasopharyngeal carcinomaKirsten E Stewart et al., BMJ Case Reports, 2022

	Anti-Ma and anti-Ta associated paraneoplastic neurological syndromes: 22 newly diagnosed patients and review of previous casesL A Hoffmann et al., Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery & Psychiatry, 2008

	Paraneoplastic cerebellar degeneration associated with anti-Yo antibodies in uterine papillary serous carcinomaAntoine Deleuze et al., International Journal of Gynecologic Cancer, 2022




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Curriculum Index
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 SoundCloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1474-7766Print ISSN: 1474-7758

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd. All rights reserved. 

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


