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1. CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING CASE. 
A 59-year-old man had been more tired than usual for a couple of months. Two days before admission he ran a fever up to 39 °C. 
The next day the family doctor diagnosed oral thrush and prescribed treatment for it. On the day of admission he developed 
weakness of the right arm and problems with speech. He had travelled extensively in South America and Asia. Examination 
showed mixed dysphasia and a mild right hemiparesis. The unenhanced CT scan is shown in Fig. 1. There was no change after 
injection of iv contrast. What is the diagnosis?

Jan van Gijn, Utrecht

Fig. 1
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Fig. 2

2. PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING:
A 18-month-old boy became tearful and anx-
ious over the course of an hour. On examina-
tion he was poorly attentive but made eye 
contact. His skin was dry and red. The body 
temperature was normal, the heart rate 140 
per minute. The pupils were wide and fi xed 
(Fig. 2). There were no other abnormalities. 
What is the diagnosis?

Jan van Gijn, Utrecht

3.  CONSIDER YOUR DIAGNOSIS.
A 53-year-old woman, with a strong family history of ischaemic heart disease, was found to have a serum cholesterol of 
9.2 mmol/L on a routine health screen. There was no other past history of note. She was started on simvastatin 40 mg daily. 
Three months later she returned to her family doctor complaining of non-specifi c aches and pains in her muscles. Her husband 
commented that he could feel ‘knots’ in the muscles when he massaged her neck and shoulders. Her serum creatine kinase 
was 1105 iµ/L (normal < 250). The simvastatin was stopped. Two months later her symptoms were worse, her serum creatine 
kinase was 1324 iµ/L and serum cholesterol 10.1 mmol/L. Examination was normal. A diagnostic test was performed. What did 
it show? What was the appropriate management?

David Hilton-Jones, Oxford 
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