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    The distance between neurologists and general practitioners has been dictated by history and politics but it is bad for patients and requires an innovative, professional response.
The crucial division between specialists and generalists in the UK was created during the years between the Apothecaries Act of 1815 and the Medical Act of 1858.1 The key triggers were the exclusion of GPs from hospitals and the establishment of the principle of referral. “The physician and surgeon retained the hospital but the general practitioner retained the patient.”2 Specialist physicians and surgeons, including neurologists and neurosurgeons, began the process of focussing their knowledge and skills on particular pathologies, a process which has led to enormous technical advances. Generalists remained close to their patients and communities and were able to observe the generation and progression of illness and disease within particular life contexts and stories. They developed a rich understanding of the inconsistent relationship between symptomatic illness and biomedical disease; between suffering and pathology. Whenever patients were referred to … 



  







View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	Evaluation of the referral management systems (RMS) used by GP practices in Northumberland: a qualitative studyRosie Dew et al., BMJ Open, 2019

	Introducing consultant outpatient clinics to community settings to improve access to paediatrics: an observational impact studyHugh McLeod et al., BMJ Quality & Safety, 2015

	Referral management centres: promising innovations or Trojan horses?Myfanwy Davies et al., BMJ, 2006

	Improving data sharing between acute hospitals in England: an overview of health record system distribution and retrospective observational analysis of inter-hospital transitions of careLeigh R Warren et al., BMJ Open, 2019

	Implementing the NHS information technology programme: qualitative study of progress in acute trustsJane Hendy et al., BMJ, 2007

	Summary of latest NHS England Emergency Preparedness Resilience and Response (EPRR) guidanceSeth Makin et al., BMJ Military Health, 2018

	What is the current NHS service provision for patients severely affected by chronic fatigue syndrome/myalgic encephalomyelitis? A national scoping exerciseClare McDermott et al., BMJ Open, 2014

	Can patients really make an informed choice? An evaluation of the availability of online information about consultant surgeons in the United KingdomSarkhell Saadi Radha et al., BMJ Open, 2012

	E-therapies in England for stress, anxiety or depression: what is being used in the NHS? A survey of mental health servicesM R Bennion et al., BMJ Open, 2017

	Protocol for the health economic evaluation of increasing the weekend specialist to patient ratio in hospitals in EnglandSamuel I Watson et al., BMJ Open, 2018




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Curriculum Index
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 SoundCloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1474-7766Print ISSN: 1474-7758

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd. All rights reserved. 

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


