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    	NEUROUROLOGY


Introduction

This is a practical guide to help you stand up and deliver talk to a room full of strangers.

Just as there are no naturally gifted sportsmen, there is no such thing as a natural public speaker. It is a skill that has to be acquired by learning the rules and practising. For a talk to be both educating and entertaining, it needs to have content that is appropriate for an oral presentation. This article explains the important differences between conveying medical information in written form versus spoken form and provides some specific practical tips for giving neurology case presentations and using PowerPoint.



  





If you are not sure whether you need to bother reading this article, I have prepared a screening questionnaire that will help guide you.

Have you ever given a talk to a group of people where any of the following have occurred:

	
Halfway through a talk you have looked up from the lectern and wondered if you have accidentally walked into the AGM for the local sleep apnoea and myasthenia gravis association (figure 1)?

	
More than one-third of the room are staring at their mobile phones before you have even reached your fifth slide (figure 2).

	
Everybody who leaves the room to answer their phone/pager mysteriously never returns.




Figure 1 Subtle body language from the audience may hint that they are not enjoying your presentation.





Figure 2 If this scene looks familiar you had better read this article.




These could all be signs that your presentation skills need a little buffing.

I have long thought it unusual that presentation skills were not formally taught either at medical student or postgraduate level. This contrasts to the private sector (eg, the pharmaceutical industry), where media presentation skills are constantly being taught, appraised and improved upon.

Having sat through hundreds of hours … 











View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	

Correction notice This paper has been amended since it was published Online First. Our typesetter uploaded an uncorrected version rather than the final version. We would like to apologise to the author for this error.

	

Competing interests None.

	

Provenance and peer review Commissioned; externally peer reviewed. This paper was reviewed by Chris Allen, Cambridge, UK.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	Editors' choiceHighlights from this issue

Phil Smith
Geraint Fuller


Practical Neurology 2014; 14 285-285   Published Online First:  09 Sep 2014. doi: 10.1136/practneurol-2014-000967 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	Presentation and lecturing tipsCatriona Bell et al., In Practice, 2014

	Suggestions for Improving the Effectiveness of Oral PresentationsNorman M. Kaplan, Journal of Investigative Medicine, 2015

	Telling the Patient's Story: using theatre training to improve case presentation skillsRachel R Hammer et al., Medical Humanities, 2011

	Innovation in education: the military medical ethics ‘playing cards’ and smartphone applicationMarina Miron et al., BMJ Military Health, 2021

	Creating teaching materialsRichard Farrow, BMJ, 2003

	The Berlin 2016 process: a summary of methodology for the 5th International Consensus Conference on Concussion in SportWillem H Meeuwisse et al., British Journal of Sports Medicine, 2017

	The PowerPoint presentationDavid Isaacs et al., BMJ, 2007

	How to webcast lectures and conferencesMark A Westwood et al., BMJ, 2009

	Power to the peopleDes Spence, BMJ, 2007

	Improving knowledge translation for increased engagement and impact in healthcareKathy Eljiz et al., BMJ Open Quality, 2020




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Curriculum Index
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 SoundCloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1474-7766Print ISSN: 1474-7758

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd. All rights reserved. 

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


