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This book, part biography part autobiography, relates the author’s encounters with death. He describes his father’s life, personality and ultimate end; his brother’s death; and innumerable violent deaths witnessed through his job as a reporter in conflict zones the world over. Nick Hornby once wondered whether his own obsessions with particular songs were an attempt to ‘solve’ them. The group felt that this book attempts to ‘solve’ the author’s misery over his brother’s early death.
Toolis describes his own experiences in the ‘Chest ward’, where death was not mentioned by name, or even alluded to. Most patients died from malignancy but their beds were vacated and tidied with nary an explanation for other patients.
The author finally gained an inkling into his own career choice; following colleagues’ deaths, and close encounters with his own mortality, he realised he wanted to allay his own ‘unrequited grief’(personal communication, TAT Hughes) over his brother’s death. … 
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