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CASE REPORT
A 41-year-old man gave a 1-week history of very intense lower back pain, which radiated down the right posterolateral thigh, to the anterior tibia and the dorsum of the foot. He had previously undergone a renal transplantation. On examination, Lasègue’s sign was positive on the right. The medial hamstring reflex was absent on the right but normal on the left (figure 1 and online supplemental video). MR scan of lumbar spine showed a voluminous extruded disc herniation with compression of the descending right L5 nerve root (figure 2). Electromyography showed decreased recruitment of motor unit action potentials in the tibialis anterior and gluteus medius muscles (L5 myotomal pattern).

Figure 1 Medial hamstring reflex elicited with the patient prone: The index finger, placed on the medial hamstring tendon above the knee joint, should be struck with a tendon hammer, looking for contraction of the medial hamstring muscles (semitendinosus and semimembranosus).




Figure 2 MR scan of lumbar spine T2-weighted images: (A) sagittal and (B) axial, showing a … 
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