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    Abstract
Primary central nervous system lymphoma is rare, comprising 4% of intracranial neoplasms. Although haematologists or oncologists subsequently manage the condition, it is often neurologists who first make, or at least suspect, the diagnosis. This article reviews the disease, its clinical and radiological features and details the work-up needed to achieve a diagnosis (namely histological or cytological confirmation) and to prepare the patient for treatment. We note the importance of brain biopsy, the role of corticosteroids and the varied treatment options.

	CLINICAL NEUROLOGY
	HAEMATOLOGY
	LYMPHOMA
	NEUROONCOLOGY
	STEROIDS

Data availability statement
No data are available.




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/pn-2022-003656

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	CLINICAL NEUROLOGY
	HAEMATOLOGY
	LYMPHOMA
	NEUROONCOLOGY
	STEROIDS

Data availability statement
No data are available.



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Contributors TS and AT planned and drafter the paper. FG, PS and RM made substantial contributions and critically revised the paper from the respective perspectives of neurology, neuroradiology and haematology.

	Funding The authors have not declared a specific grant for this research from any funding agency in the public, commercial or not-for-profit sectors.

	Competing interests None declared.

	Provenance and peer review Commissioned. Externally peer reviewed by Jeremy Rees, London, UK.





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	Primary low-grade diffuse small lymphocytic lymphoma of the central nervous systemMehar Aziz et al., BMJ Case Reports, 2014

	Combined treatment of primary vitreoretinal lymphomas significantly prolongs the time to first relapseAneta Klimova et al., British Journal of Ophthalmology, 2018

	Lymphomatosis cerebri mimicking iatrogenic Creutzfeldt-Jakob diseaseElena Rivero Sanz et al., BMJ Case Reports, 2014

	Progressive leukoencephalopathy caused by primary CNS lymphomaBenjamin Matošević et al., Journal of Clinical Pathology, 2010

	Primary leptomeningeal lymphoma masquerading as infectious tubercular meningitisSalini Sumangala et al., BMJ Case Reports, 2021

	Primary intramedullary spinal-cord lymphoma (PISCL): a rare entity with a challenging diagnosisEmanuel Santos Martins et al., BMJ Case Reports, 2021

	Detection of Epstein-Barr virus and Kaposi’s sarcoma-associated herpesvirus DNA in CSF from persons infected with HIV who had neurological diseaseN S Brink et al., Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery & Psychiatry, 1998

	Diffuse large B-cell lymphoma of the cauda equinaMartijn Broen et al., BMJ Case Reports, 2014

	A longitudinally extensive myelopathy in a patient with AIDSSara J Hardy et al., Practical Neurology, 2015

	HIV infection and lymphomaK L Grogg et al., Journal of Clinical Pathology, 2007




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Curriculum Index
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 SoundCloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1474-7766Print ISSN: 1474-7758

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd. All rights reserved. 

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


