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      The care of the elderly physicians from another hospital asked us to take over the management of an 87-year-old man who lived alone. Other than osteoarthritis mainly affecting his left knee, surgery for prostatic hypertrophy four years earlier, a reducible right inguinal hernia and moderately high alcohol consumption, he had no significant medical history. He had smoked 15 cigarettes a day for many years. Remarkably, he had only used senna for occasional constipation and paracetamol for joint pain in the preceding few years. He did the Scotsman cryptic crossword daily.

      He had attended the elderly care out-patient clinic about 10 weeks before admission complaining of poor balance and new onset of falling. He attributed the falls to tripping rather than poor balance, and had no associated loss of consciousness. Three weeks before his transfer to neurology, he had been admitted to the elderly care ward following a night-time fall. He had become tangled in his duvet and fallen to the floor where he remained, unable to get up, until morning when a neighbour found him. He had not lost consciousness or experienced other symptoms prior to or during the fall, and he could not recall hitting his head. He felt that poor balance, stiff legs, and a recent onset (3–4 weeks) of double vision caused the fall.



  





      On examination at the time, his Mini-Mental State Examination score was 20 out of 30 and he had a right VI nerve palsy. The physicians thought his left leg was slightly weaker than the right, but found it difficult to be sure because of his knee pain. His reflexes were all normal and his plantar responses were flexor. The remainder of his examination was normal.

      He had a normal full blood … 

      
      
    


View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	From the editor's deskEDITOR’S CHOICE

Charles Warlow


Practical Neurology 2007; 7 209-209   Published Online First:  16 Jul 2007. 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	Rapidly progressive dementia and ataxia in an elderly manRebekah M Ahmed et al., Practical Neurology, 2013

	Isolated leptomeningeal carcinomatosis and possible fungal meningitis as late sequelae of oesophageal adenocarcinomaRichard Dumbill et al., BMJ Case Reports, 2019

	Chronic and recurrent meningitisL Ginsberg et al., Practical Neurology, 2008

	Persistent vomitingH Ramadan et al., Practical Neurology, 2009

	Severe hyponatremia and MRI point to diagnosis of tuberculous meningitis in the Southwest USAStephanie Michelle Benson et al., BMJ Case Reports, 2013

	Tuberculosis of the central nervous systemRavindra Kumar Garg, Postgraduate Medical Journal, 1999

	Severe papilloedema with vision loss secondary to Guillain-Barré syndromeNiamh Bridget Moloney et al., BMJ Case Reports, 2024

	Primary diffuse leptomeningeal gliomatosis diagnosed on CSF cytology: perseverance pays offCéline Louapre et al., Practical Neurology, 2014

	Malignant idiopathic intracranial hypertension revealed a hidden primary spinal leptomeningeal medulloblastomaNaim Izet Kajtazi et al., BMJ Case Reports, 2021

	Tuberculous meningitis, an unusual presentation in a young ladyTanveer Chohan et al., BMJ Case Reports, 2012




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Curriculum Index
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 SoundCloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1474-7766Print ISSN: 1474-7758

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd. All rights reserved. 

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


