





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Practical Neurology]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Podcasts
	About
	Hosted content

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Podcasts
	About
	Hosted content



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 9, Issue 1 
	Persistent vomiting


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Test yourself


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Persistent vomiting
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	H Ramadan, 
	A Lansbury, 
	P Stanley

	1
Specialist Registrar
 
	2
Consultant Neurologist
 
	3
Consultant in Infectious Disease
 
	4
Bradford Royal Infirmary, Bradford, UK
 

	Dr H Ramadan, Department of Neurology, St Luke’s Hospital, Little Horton Lane, Bradford BD5 0NA, UK; Hawraman.Ramadan{at}bradfordhospitals.nhs.uk




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/jnnp.2008.168203

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    A 40-year-old right-handed British Asian engineer presented with a four-week history of nausea, persistent vomiting, anorexia and weight loss without abdominal pain or change in bowel habit. During a 10-day hospital admission, his full blood count (FBC), urea and electrolytes (U and E), liver function tests (LFT), C-reactive protein (CRP), calcium and thyroid function tests (TFT) were all normal. Gastroscopy showed Helicobacter pylori gastritis and he was discharged home after treatment with amoxicillin, clarithromycin and lansoprazole which resulted in symptomatic improvement.
He returned four weeks later with recurrence of nausea and vomiting, further weight loss (approximately 12 kg in three months) and progressive left leg weakness over 10 weeks which had not been apparent during the previous admission. He also described intermittent, mild, non-disabling headache without cranial nerve symptoms, photophobia, sphincter dysfunction or fever.



  




He did not have any significant past medical history. He was married with five children, had never smoked and did not drink alcohol. He had had regular contact with a relative treated for pulmonary tuberculosis in the UK five years ago and last travelled abroad three years previously (Saudi Arabia).
On examination he was apyrexial, with a normal systemic examination and no palpable lymphadenopathy. He had normal higher mental functions and cranial nerves with no papilloedema or signs of meningeal irritation, but he did have moderate left-sided pyramidal arm and leg weakness and brisk left-sided reflexes with an up going left plantar response. Sensory and cerebellar examination was normal. He was able to stand and walk with a Zimmer frame.
Normal investigations included FBC with differential, U and E, LFT, calcium, glucose, CRP, mid-stream specimen of urine, ECG and chest x ray. However, the CT brain scan with contrast showed hydrocephalus with no focal lesion.
Question 1
What are the presenting neurological problems? What is the differential diagnosis … 
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