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    Abstract
A 76-year-old man developed recurrent encephalopathy, visual disturbance, myoclonus, generalised seizures and atonic drop attacks on a background of a gastrectomy for adenocarcinoma and stable chronic lymphocytic leukaemia. He presented to three different hospitals and was admitted twice, with normal investigations. His symptoms transiently improved during each admission (and with starting levetiracetam) but recurred each time on hospital discharge. Subsequent careful inspection of his medication box identified that his community pharmacy had in error been dispensing baclofen 80 mg per day instead of his prescribed Buscopan 80 mg per day. This case highlights the importance of physically inspecting a patient’s medications and emphasises the spectrum of baclofen-related toxicity; it also highlights potential deficiencies in the pharmacy dispensary process and the need for multiple checks by patients and professionals.

	seizures
	encephalopathy
	baclofen
	myoclonus
	drug errors




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/practneurol-2019-002301

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	seizures
	encephalopathy
	baclofen
	myoclonus
	drug errors



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Twitter Timothy Yates @drtimyates

	Contributors STL: wrote the draft and was involved in patient care. TY: contributed to peer review and was involved in patient care. DL: obtained consent and was involved in patient care. HA-L: contributed to peer review and was involved in patient care as consultant.

	Funding Dr Angus-Leppan’s salary is partly funded by National Institute of Health Research, UK.

	Competing interests None declared.

	Patient consent for publication Obtained.

	Provenance and peer review Not commissioned. Externally reviewed by Jon Sussman, Manchester, UK.





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	Seizures and movement disorders: phenomenology, diagnostic challenges and therapeutic approachesMaria Eliza Freitas et al., Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery & Psychiatry, 2019

	Role of levetiracetam in refractory seizures due to a rare progressive myoclonic epilepsy: Lafora body diseaseMubashira Hashmi et al., BMJ Case Reports, 2010

	Typical absence seizures and their treatmentC P Panayiotopoulos, Archives of Disease in Childhood, 1999

	Assessing the risk of subsequent tonic–clonic seizures in patients with a history of simple or complex partial seizuresJennifer K Rogers et al., Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery & Psychiatry, 2012

	When the first antiepileptic drug fails in a patient with juvenile myoclonic epilepsyAndrew Nicolson et al., Practical Neurology, 2010

	Myoclonus: a pragmatic approachDora Lozsadi, Practical Neurology, 2012

	Sodium valproate-induced Fanconi type proximal renal tubular acidosisMark Knights et al., BMJ Case Reports, 2016

	Managing childhood epilepsy , Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin, 2001

	Complex epilepsy: it’s all in the historyKatri Silvennoinen et al., Practical Neurology, 2020

	Lafora body disease: a case of progressive myoclonic epilepsyRanjot Kaur et al., BMJ Case Reports, 2020




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Curriculum Index
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 SoundCloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1474-7766Print ISSN: 1474-7758

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd. All rights reserved. 

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


