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A previously healthy 27-year-old male professional singer presented with a 1-month history of difficulty in singing, fever and night sweats. He had been given a 1-week course of oral corticosteroids and antibiotics for a presumed diagnosis of acute laryngitis, with some clinical improvement.

Six weeks later, he presented again with diplopia, difficulty in swallowing and prominent dysphonia. There was no headache, epistaxis or nasal symptoms.



  





Neurological examination showed left-sided VI, IX and X cranial nerve palsies.

His erythrocyte sedimentation rate was 72 mm/1st h (<15) and serum C reactive protein was 46.2 mg/l (<10).

HIV, hepatitis B, hepatitis C and trepenomal serology were negative.

Initial immunological screen for anti-nuclear and anti-centromere antibodies was negative. Cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) examination was normal and viral PCR negative. MRI brain showed asymmetrical pachymeningeal enhancement and inflammatory change in the left mastoid and petrous temporal bones, extending into the left middle ear (figure 1A).


Figure 1 
(A) T1-weighted axial magnetic resonance image of the brain showing asymmetric pachymeningeal enhancement with inflammatory change in the left mastoid and petrous bones extending to the left middle ear cavity. (B) Magnetic resonance venography demonstrating absent flow within the left transverse … 



















View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	

Contributors AMI: involved in all aspects of patient care from initial admission and drafted original and revised manuscript. DB: involved in patient care and helped with manuscript. MR: involved in patient care and helped with manuscript. BS: senior clinician in charge of patient care, corrected manuscript and suggested revisions.


	

Funding None.


	

Competing interests None.


	

Patient consent Obtained.


	

Provenance and peer review Not commissioned. Externally peer reviewed. This paper was reviewed by Peter Enevoldson, Liverpool, UK.






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	A case of multiple cranial nerve palsiesSaranya Gomathy et al., Practical Neurology, 2021

	A mistaken identity: rhabdomyosarcoma of the middle ear cleft misdiagnosed as chronic suppurative otitis media with temporal lobe abscessMamta Muranjan et al., BMJ Case Reports, 2014

	Herpes zoster oticus with meningitis masquerading as malignant otitis externaHarriet A Cunniffe et al., BMJ Case Reports, 2019

	A case of idiopathic hypertrophic cranial pachymeningitis presenting high values of matrix metalloproteinaseKiyotaka Nakamagoe et al., BMJ Case Reports, 2010

	Chronic and recurrent meningitisL Ginsberg et al., Practical Neurology, 2008

	Widespread cranial nerve palsies while on cyclophosphamide therapy: a very rare manifestation of Wegener's granulomatosis (granulomatosis with polyangitis)Syed Viqar Ahmed et al., BMJ Case Reports, 2013

	Headache as the only neurological sign of cerebral venous thrombosis: a series of 17 casesR Cumurciuc et al., Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery & Psychiatry, 2005

	Syndromes of the orbital fissure, cavernous sinus, cerebello- pontine angle, and skull baseI Bone et al., Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery & Psychiatry, 2005

	Neuro-ophthalmological manifestations of Behçet’s diseaseAmmr Alghamdi et al., British Journal of Ophthalmology, 2018

	Non-puerperal uterine inversion in a patient with intracranial sigmoid sinus thrombosis and facial palsyMamta Rath Datta et al., BMJ Case Reports, 2015




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Curriculum Index
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 SoundCloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1474-7766Print ISSN: 1474-7758

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd. All rights reserved. 

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


