





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Practical Neurology]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Podcasts
	About
	Hosted content

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Podcasts
	About
	Hosted content



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 7, Issue 2 
	Refractory neurosarcoidosis responsive to infliximab


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    This article has a correction. Please see:
	Editor’s choice - June 01, 2007


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    A difficult case


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Refractory neurosarcoidosis responsive to infliximab
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Christopher Kobylecki, Specialist Registrar in Neurology, 
	Sandip Shaunak, Consultant Neurologist

	Department of Neurology, Royal Preston Hospital, Fulwood, Preston, UK


	Correspondence to:  Dr C Kobylecki  Royal Preston Hospital, Sharoe Green Lane North, Fulwood, Preston PR2 9HT, UK; ckobylecki{at}mac.com




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      
      A 35-year-old, right-handed man of Asian origin presented to the local ophthalmology service in June 2001 with headaches and decreasing visual acuity in the left eye, which progressed over one week to near-blindness. He had a left afferent pupillary defect and swollen left optic disc when seen in the ophthalmology clinic, with restricted elevation of the left eye. There was marked enlargement and peripheral gadolinium enhancement of the left optic nerve on MRI, but there were no brain lesions (fig 1).


            Figure 1
           
            Axial fat-suppressed T1-weighted MRI brain scan, showing enlargement and gadolinium enhancement of the left optic nerve (arrow).

          



      In November 2002 he underwent endoscopic biopsy of the left optic nerve, and this showed a patchy perivascular infiltrate of small mature-appearing B and T lymphocytes. Staining for glial fibrillary astrocytic protein (GFAP) was negative, favouring an inflammatory cause rather an intrinsic neoplasm. His visual symptoms were stable although he had no perception of light in the left eye.



  





      A follow-up MRI scan a year later showed expansion of the left optic nerve extending to the chiasm, with enhancement of both optic nerves. A further optic nerve biopsy showed one focal dense inflammatory infiltrate with a surrounding giant cell response, and mural thickening of two blood vessels. There was scant GFAP positivity, and the appearances were felt to be in keeping with a granulomatous process. Chest x ray, serum autoantibodies and angiotensin-converting enzyme (ACE) levels were all normal.

    

      FROM THE OPHTHALMOLOGISTS TO THE NEUROLOGISTS

      He was eventually referred for neurological assessment in October 2004, complaining of a six-month history of numbness and paraesthesiae in his feet, which had progressed proximally to his waist. His exercise tolerance was much reduced, and he also complained of erectile dysfunction, urinary hesitancy and severe constipation with faecal incontinence. In addition, he had developed oscillopsia and deafness. On examination he was obese and … 
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