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A 67-year-old right-handed man who worked as a shipping merchant was brought to medical attention by his wife in May 2011. Although born and brought up in Scotland, he was at the time living alone in South Korea; he had last seen his family in January 2011, when he was well. His wife kept in daily contact with him, and in March 2011 she noted he was occasionally forgetful, for example, mixing up friends’ names. This progressed and by May 2011 he was losing his way home from work, prompting her to visit him. In addition to the cognitive symptoms, she noted he was eating little and had an unsteady gait. He was assessed in Seoul, where a new diagnosis of type 2 diabetes mellitus was made. He had a normal CT scan of head, and his gait was attributed to a diabetic peripheral neuropathy.
He returned to the UK and attended clinic in May 2011. He could give a reasonable history and had a mini-mental state examination score of 26/30. He had been previously well, took no medications and had no relevant family history. He was an ex-smoker of 26 pack-years and drank in moderation. Before moving to Korea he had worked in the Merchant Navy, mainly in Asia. On examination, his gait was unsteady and he had signs consistent with a peripheral neuropathy, with reduced sensation in a glove and stocking distribution, and reflexes diminished in the arms and absent in the legs. Outpatient investigations were organised, but 2 weeks later his general practitioner requested admission due to a marked deterioration.

Examination

On admission, his Addenbrooke's cognitive examination (revised) (ACE-R) was 51 (attention and orientation 7/18, memory 6/26, language 21/26, fluency 9/14 and visuospatial 8/16) with confabulation noted. The general examination was normal. The neurological examination showed an ataxic gait, … 
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    Footnotes
	This case was presented at the 34th Edinburgh Advanced Neurology course.

	

Contributors RD and CAH contributed towards writing the article; CS provided all pathology material and contributed towards writing the article; HM provided all material on critical appraisal of the case, on which this CPC is based; BW contributed towards writing the case and undertook literature review on neuroendocrine tumours and paraneoplastic conditions.

	

Competing interests None.

	

Patient consent Obtained.

	

Provenance and peer review Commissioned; externally peer reviewed. This paper was reviewed by Jeremy Rees, London, UK.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	Editors' choiceHighlights from this issue

Phil Smith
and Geraint N Fuller


Practical Neurology 2014; 14 71-71   Published Online First:  07 Mar 2014. doi: 10.1136/practneurol-2014-000865 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	Neuroendocrine neoplasms of the ovary: a review of 63 casesAlejandra Flores Legarreta et al., International Journal of Gynecologic Cancer, 2024

	CJD mimics and chameleonsSimon Mead et al., Practical Neurology, 2017

	Creutzfeldt–Jacob disease mimics, or how to sort out the subacute encephalopathy patientKatherine Murray, Practical Neurology, 2011

	Creutzfeldt–Jacob disease mimics, or how to sort out the subacute encephalopathy patientKatherine Murray, Postgraduate Medical Journal, 2011

	Ectopic ACTH-producing large cell neuroendocrine Pancoast tumour presenting as Horner syndromeRajanshu Verma et al., BMJ Case Reports, 2017

	Neuroendocrine tumours—challenges in the diagnosis and classification of pulmonary neuroendocrine tumoursM A den Bakker et al., Journal of Clinical Pathology, 2013

	What to see when you are looking at confusion: a review of the neuroimaging of acute encephalopathyRaoul Sutter et al., Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery & Psychiatry, 2014

	Gastrointestinal manifestations of neuroendocrine tumours: their investigation and managementVandana M Sagar et al., Postgraduate Medical Journal, 2017

	Metastasising hepatic neuroendocrine carcinoma in a pygmy goat (Capra hircus hircus)Iris Völker et al., Veterinary Record Case Reports, 2015

	Clear cell carcinoma of the kidney in a young man with neurological complicationsC L Hirst et al., Practical Neurology, 2007




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Curriculum Index
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 SoundCloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1474-7766Print ISSN: 1474-7758

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd. All rights reserved. 

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


